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There are four things that make OpenOffice.org important.
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First is that it is Free and Open Source (FOSS). That means that its source—the human-readable code making up
the application—is open for inspection, modification, distribution. Free software is free as in speech and
OpenOffice.org is also free as in beer. You do not have to pay to use it. It is a professional-grade application that
is free to use and distribute.
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Second is that OpenOffice.org is supported by enterprises such as Sun, local companies such as Good-Day, Inc.
This means that if you decide to use it you or your company can sign a contract for support. Open source makes
no practical difference to the end user. Furthermore, OpenOffice.org support contracts benefit, usually, local
companies and cost less.
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Third is that OpenOffice.org 2.0 is as capable a suite as any and interoperable with Microsoft Office,
WordPerfect, StarSuite (which uses the code), and many others. It also runs on Windows, Linux, Mac OS X,
FreeBSD, and so on. OpenOffice.org includes all the key components and features users demand from a modern
productivity suite. Plus, OpenOffice.org source is open, so it is more secure and abler to work with third-party
applications.
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Fourth is that OpenOffice.org uses the OASIS standard OpenDocument file format.
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We know why the others are important but why is this last so important? The OpenDocument format (ODF for
short) is something that is now very appealing to governments and enterprises; it's more appealing even than open
source. Why? Because it does not demand any change in production techniques while promising many of the
same benefits of FOSS: democracy, civil participation, an open future. It promises these things because it is an
open standard.
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Because any application can use the ODF, it is therefore resistant to the effects of time and space. A file saved
using ODF today will be legible, in all likelihood, by an application using the standard years, even decades from
now, for it does not depend for its existence on the market. In contrast, a proprietary standard depends for its
continued existence on the luck of the market. If the company goes out of business or decides to arbitrarily change
its standard--and both have happened--then everything created by that application becomes illegible and is lost.
And to personalise it: If I created work using such an obsolete application my intellectual property, my property,
is now lost. What seemed to be my property is now revealed not to be mine at all. Rather, it turns out I had only
been leasing the space on which I wrote my thoughts and when it came time, the owner took it away.
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Not so with an open standard. What is mine stays mine, is mine. For now, forever.
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You can begin to see how this relates to civil and governmental institutions interested in preserving their
intellectual property. Such institutions have a responsibility to posterity (the future) and to present citizens to
ensure that the nation's intellectual wealth stays available to the nation's citizens: the people making up that nation
now and in the future. Using an open standard like ODF to preserve the wealth is thus a responsible act. Using
proprietary formats is irresponsible, at best.
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But that's only part of the story. For an open standard does not specify open source. The creators could use
whatever application they choose, even costly ones, though again, it would be financially irresponsible of
government agencies to waste tax payer money on an application that does precisely what a free one does. It
makes for good politics o say: As a legislator I will save taxpayers millions by using FOSS applications like OOo
and not proprietary ones. And not only will I save money, but I'll be also investing in applications with a future.
And not only do these have a future but that future, we argue, is yours: For the great thing about FOSS if not open
standards, is that FOSS encourages local development and local economies. It is not only the socially responsible



choice but it is also the wise business choice.
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How does FOSS and in particular OpenOffice.org encourage local enterprise? To start with, should a company
decide to use OpenOfffice.org in Japanese, they immediately save money. Plus, they encourage developers, many
of whom may be local, to develop for the growing market: ideas have to be implemented and local needs
addressed. What is more, because the application is open source, the entire worldwide community benefits,
accelerating the enhancements. Furthermore, local professional support is also encouraged. As a result of this
choice, the product in the end becomes better for all, but especially for local users, who begin to favour a suite that
addresses their needs and desires. OpenOffice.org, after all, can be branded so that it reflects a company's identity
and be extended or modified as the company wants. It is the company's or the organisation's to do with as it
pleases. It is yours.

FOSS E551Z OpenOffice.org (FANMANZ B DAL 32D TLLD, T 15DIZ, 41T OpenOffice.org H

FEREER R LTZ DS B EPRd U, ST REICBS & ORNTEET, ML T, BOIEREE(FDEUI%
HIUZWDYBERE L COB TSI AN T BRR A  MLL CTNVET, TAT T332 ES < UIRvER AL,
ORI EN 2 UTRVFET A, SBIT, TDOT TV —alind —7 20— DT, R D=3
=T AR, BERE IR EOIEIZE ST, RIS EBLNET, Lo, Hillko 7 v7 v at e th R — b EtEsh
£, ZORROFER., ORI ITIT, OO ERSOERIZOWTHRVIA TWDAA— B A Tl IE
DI XTDO A& | FRITHIR D 22— — {225 T KW LehE7, OpenOffice.org 1L, LEDDOFED, RHEDT A
TUTAT AL IRT BT DIZT TURTTEA L, ZORENELIITILR - A H TEET,

Where are now, then? With OpenOffice.org 2.0 we have reached a milestone. The suite can replace Microsoft
Office on Windows. It need not run on Linux. It can also run on Mac OS X and Solaris, as well as many other
platforms. But it can run natively on Windows and replace Office. Studies have been done that show that users
experience little to no challenges and that it takes them anywhere from minutes to a day to learn how to use the
new software. It can read Microsoft files with great accuracy; save in the Microsoft Office file format, as well as
import WordPerfect files. These capabilities mean that the diverse archives of the recent past are legible by one
application: OpenOffice.org. And with OpenOffice.org, data will not be lost. It will remain yours.
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We therefore challenge the corporations and government of Japan (indeed of the world) therefore to act
responsibly and use OpenOffice.org. I further call upon them go beyond being mere consumers and help us make
the application that much better. The cost is not great and for an enterprise or for the government surely lower
than license fees that will surely go up year after year. With OpenOffice.org there are no license fees. The
product is yours.
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The story of OpenOffice.org then, is a compelling one: It not only utilises an open standard that ensures open
access for now and forever but it also is built using open source, which promotes local enterprise and local
economies while engaging in global development.
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With OpenOffice.org, the future is yours. With its proprietary alternative, the future is Bill's. Make it yours.
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